Obituary

P. Devadas (I'PB 2015): Anappreclatmn

The Indian amateur as-
wonomer P Devadaz disd
in 2013 December. Hewas
3 BAA member of long
standing, having joined the
Aszzociation on 1928 Ne-
vember 24, After leaving for
2 brief period, he rejoired
on 1873 November 28 and
then ramained a member il
the e ofhiz death. Inthe
1990z he was often joined
at the telescope by his
daughter, Mrz Komala
hWIorogesh I am srateful to
her for kindly zending a
copy of her father’s Auto-
biography booklet, pob-
lizhed in 2010, from which
some of the following de-
tails of his [ife are taken,

The subject of thiz note
was borm on 1923 Tame £ in
2 Hindu family i the vil- ;‘ 73
laga of Marvathor, adja- oo o Ielescape
cent to the termple town of
Vaitheeswarankoil. Hiz
parents belonged to agriculmral families and
were 5. Ponnambalam and Sampurnam.
Devadaz had rvo older brothers. He becams
interested in science at High School. Graduat-
ing from 2 Madras college with 2 BSc degres,
Devadas gamed paid smplovment 25 2 Secre-
tary in a2 British company, which later came
into Indian owmerzhip. By 1951 he had mar-
riad, and kad come imto comtact with the owmer
of 3 mirror-grinding machine, and from him ac-
quirad books an optics.

Hand-grinding a 15om mirror and fiat he zlzo
made the talescops around it and sibverad the
mirrar. 4 200m telescope followed. By 1953 we
find hirm broilding the houwss whers he voould spend
the rest of his life at 23 Chakrapani Foad, Ms-
draz, overlooking the Cumdy racecourss. The
instruments would live upon its roof terrace.
Devadaz had three children with hiz wife

E D!ndu on the roof terrace of his honse
Indis in 1993 with
that he comsirmcted
himself. The msin mirror is 75, and the
palar axis shaft #s 10cm in diameter.

Veerammal: a som
Chandramohan, and
two daughters Path-
raini and Koenzls In
1237 he visited Kodai-
lezmal Obzervatory and
Egained :ome sxperi-
ance i solar physics.
Joimimg several Sec-
tions of the BAA in
1058, Devadas was
doing most of hiz
work for the Lunar,
Mercury & Venus
and MMars Sections.
He became very inter-
asted inthe lmar ravs,
andhad hiz firm BAA
paper published in
1962 (Journal, T2{Z),
380383}, thoush his
concluzion that the
rays’ associston with
craterlets mgzgested
the latter to be vel-
Camic venfs was not
correct. He was right
in zuzgesting thar the leas bright rays wers older.
He enjoved smme umnmuslly zood daviims see-
inz upon Vemns, having the rezl sdvantaze of
low latimde. He reported inm detail upon the
1241 western elongation (fournal, T3(4), 165
140 (1063)). Soon he would be nldins hiz own.
mirror-grmding machises in his workshop, nrm-
ing out miwors up to 360m diameter for himsalf
and for other anropomers, and evertually trad-
ing in complets telsscopes under the name
Dievadas Telescoptics, producing more than
4,000 telescopes with the help of =everal am-
plovess. Devadas becams s visitme lectuarer in
Astromory i several collezes, siving hundreds
of talks and course: during his lifstime.
Understandably there would now be 2 long
Zap in his contribotions to our Journal, till he
dezcribed the total solar eclipse of 1980 Feb-
ruary 16 (PO(4), 384-386 (10E0)). Devadas

New Honorary Members

Honorary hMambers:

Diaee glected
Mr I. Copplestome 1963 Oct 27
Mr Fonald H. Dunnett 1065 Now 24
Mr Fobert H Gordon 1063 Mow 24
Mr Diavid Gray 1063 Mow 24
Mr David F. Eeady 1065 Mo 24
Nir Migel B Fudee 1065 Dec 29
Dir Richard hiles 1066 Tan 02
Mr Philip B Hiltbum 1066 Feb 13
Mr Kenneth C. Thamason 1066 Feb 23

Congramlations to the following, who have been mambers of the Azsociston for 3 contimious
perind of fifty vears at the start of the 2006—2017 seszion. and therefore now becoms

D slected
Mr Guy M. Feanimors 1066 Apr 27
Mir Peter B Macdonald 1066 Apr 27
Dr Jacqueline Mitton 1966 Apr 27
Mfr Rioger D Bickard 1066 Apr 27
M Willizam . Williameon, 1866 Apr 27
MIr Michael T, Gaincford 1066 May 25
AIr Jack Elack 1066 May 25
Mir Wilkiam I McCarthy 1066 Jun 20
M GeorpeH. Spalding 1066 Jun 20

led an expedition of college teachers and st
dents to Faichur in Andhra, taking with him a
15om solar telescope, and succezsfully obsery-
ing totality as well as the shadow bands. The
1285 October 24 total eclipse was observable
from India, and again Devadas ravelled wo see
it, thonzh from = different location to that che-
sen by a large group of BAA members that
included the writer. The weather conditions
were aEam excellent.

In the sarly 1900z Devadas started doing
planstary work again and sendins the BAA hiz
datz. He made some excellant drawings of hlars,
some of thess being publizhed i the reports of
the Iiars Section. His largest telescope, a 36cm
Mewtonian had been ready for use im 1984,
His= other main imterest at that epoch was Tupi-
ter, and azain the low latinade of Biadras came
in handy in 1904 at the time of the impact of
the frazments of Comet Shosmakerlavy 9.
Vizual work was done on all of the kev nights
Taby 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21. The public wers
well awars of the special event and armived in
mch numbers to look through the telescopes at
Chakrapani Foad that the azzistance of the lo-
cal police in repulating their atendance was
quickly needed! Devadas was zble to followr
the planet undl October 20, then picked it up
in the moming sky as early as Decamber 13
(ze2 the Jowrnal, 108(3), 108-111 (1023,
wiere there is a photoeraph of Devadas with
hiz damghter). Devadas was abwavs 2 very good
come ent.

In 1096 Devadas publizhed a bookiet (with
supplements in 2002 and 2008) on the origin of
the hemar craters, favouring the volcanic theory:
He also wrote a texrbook shout Astronomy,
belomped to zeveral scientific organizstions, and
received the Tamil IMadu Stare Award :ﬁu.r tha
populanzation of science. He did a great deal of
popularizstion of Astronomy, and the newspa-
per The Hingy szid this about kim in an articls:
“He ju=t tumed 84, but speaks with the enthu-
sizsm of a teenzger ' Dievadas had been the first
President of the Madras Astronomical Aszzo-
cistion in 19487, zerved az the President of the
Tarnil Madu Astronomy Association and was
elected a Fellow of the FLAS in 1995,

In 2004 hiarch the writer was sormy to leam
from letters that Devadas had spent five dayvs
in hospital after another motorist had cauzed 3
seripus vehicle accident, whils he had been en
routs to another conference, Althoush he suf-
fered no zerions lasting injury; hiz hearing was
impaired. He had miszsed the 2005 hars oppo-
zition and was looking forward to the newt, bt
in fart his final observations of the Red Planat
were made n 2003, He nevertheless continned
with his lecnres and optical work

in his old age by Komala Devadas
died on 20135 Decambsar 18, Cur condolences go
o his surviving children snd srandchibdren.

Richard Mciim



